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NOTES ON 



THE NEW YORK 
EXPOSITION. 



FURNITURE 



An Impeeium in Impebio. 




N the extensive exhibit of Messrs. C. H. 
Hedicus & Co., there is a central build- 
ing in which are arranged their finer 
parlor suite and odd pieces, forming a 
most luxurious coup d"oeil. There is a 
beautiful Louis XV. suite in gilt and up- 
holstery, and suites in Empire, Chip- 
pendale and Louis XIV. styles. A feature 
of the new Empire furniture produced 
by the firm is the substitution of beau- 
tiful carvings in wood for the brass 
ornamentation usually employed. The 
wreaths, torches and scrolls are delicately 
carved, and the furniture in its general lines is at once elegant, 
simple and refined, characterized by an analogy of treatment 
to the antique Empire 
furniture in the carved 
work already mentioned. 
There are other suites 
in which marquetry in 
woods, and mother-of- 
pearl are the decorative 
features. All together 
this group of furniture is 
a notable one, proving 
that those who desire 
elegant, strong, refined 
and well finished furni- 
ture can obtain it as easily 
from the firm of Messrs. 
C. H. Medicus & Co. as 
any other. 

On the floor sur- 
rounding the building is 
arranged a great variety 
of parlor suites in wood 
frames, overstuffed, to- 
gether with a fine array 
of occasional tables beau- 
tifully designed and ex- 
quisitely finished, some 
in gilt brass trimmings 
and others in delicate 
marquetry. Surrounding 
all is an imposing array 
of new designs in dining- 
room chairs, in which 
Chippendale and carved 
Renaissance patterns are 
conspicuous. These are 
all upholstered in em- 
bossed leathers. Contin- 
uous with the line of 
dining-room chairs are 

a large number of patterns of wood backed easy chairs, and 
those in search of solid comfort in this line of goods cannot do 
better than inspect their Morris chairs, in which many new 
patterns are observable. 

THE ERA OF CURLY BIRCH. 

HOSE who wish to become acquainted with the artistic possi- 
bilities of curly birch, as a fine furniture wood, cannot do 
better than inspect the fine furniture, including chiffoniers, 
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Hall Settle, suitable for narrow Hall, where space is limited ; would look well in Oak or 

Mahogany. Hinged coyer to box receptacle for wraps, etc. 

Designed by James Thomson. 



wardrobes, beds, ladies 1 desks and cabinets, manufactured by 
the Clark Furniture Co., which are exhibited on the fifth floor 
of the Industrial Building, 

The markings of the wood rival that of the finest mahogany, 
and the finish, from the light natural color of the wood itself, 
to a color as deep as mahogany, imparts a warmth of tone to 
the wood that makes it most attractive. 

The designs of the furniture exhibited are artistic, modern, 
combining in the highest degree the great points of beauty 
and utility. The ladies' desks, chiffoniers and bureaus have 
gilt brass trimmings, which render the pieces more attractive, 
and one is surprised to discover in these unpretentious displays 
so much real beauty in the material and finish of the goods 
exhibited. Certainly curly birch as a fine wood has come to 
stay. 

CHAMBER SUITES IN FIGURED WOODS. 

HE production of artistic furniture for the people is one of 
the prime characteristics of the present age. Chamber 
furniture is as handsome and artistic as furniture made 
for the parlor or drawing-room, and a remarkable display of 

furniture of this descrip- 
tion is exhibited by the 
Otto Furniture Company, 
Dr. Luther Otto being in 
charge of the line. 

More pieces are seen 
manufactured in red birch 
than in any other wood, 
and this firm make a 
specialty of obtaining the 
very finest veneers for the 
decoration of their beds 
and dressers, and the 
finish they impart to it 
is wonderfully fine, giving 
the goods the appearance 
of being finished with 
silk or satin, so fine is 
the play of light upon the 
figuring of the wood. 

In style the various 
suites are adaptations of 
the most picturesque 
French eighteenth cen- 
tury styles, but the lines 
are not a slavish repro- 
duction, but are rather 
a new development sug- 
gested by modern needs 
and ideas, and rich with 
possibilities of future de- 
velopment. They recall 
the Chippendale, Butch 
Renaissance and Rococo 
styles, whose suggestions 
are simply the controlling 
ideas of what are thor- 
oughly modern develop- 
ments, 
chiffoniers, are decorated 
in conjunction with the 
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The various beds, dressers and 
with a beauty of curved lines, which 

changeable colors of the fine veneers employed, are such as 
will glorify the modern bedroom. There are suites in ma- 
hogany, sycamore and maple, cherry and oak, as well as in 
figured birch, and the chiffoniers to match the various suites 
are ornamented with gilt brass and copper mounts which add 
much to the natural beauty of the articles themselves. 
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THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER 




There is shown a reproduction of a Napoleonic bed, whose 
elaborate carvings typify ancient and modern weapons. The 
feet of the posts take the form of eagle's claws, standing on 
cannon balls. 

Not only do the firm exhibit chamber suites and chiffon- 
iers, but there are also shown sideboards in oak, ladies 1 
toilet tables and other novelties, which exhibit a constant 
tendency towards refinement in form which will sow the seed 
of luxury in whatever homes appropriate them. 

THE MODERN DRESSER. 

THE development of the modern dresser or sideboard, from 
its primitive ancestor the manorial chest, which in Eng- 
land was called a standard, and in France bahut, is in 
itself the history of the art of furniture. The ancient chest or 
coffer, which originally belonged to the age of castles and 
military encampments, was superseded by an article called the 
"armory" or " ar moire," borrowed from the church, where it 
served to hold the sacred vestments, vessels and books, as well 
as the armor of the man at arms of the chapter. The armory 
lifted on four feet, with a space behind the doors filled with 
little drawers, and answered the same purpose as the chest 
with its compartments. Later on both the armory and the 
cupboard were combined in an article called by the French a 
"credence" or Gothic dresser, which contained several tiers of 
shelves surmounted by a canopy. By degrees as times became 
more luxurious, its size became amplified. Sometimes the back 
was carved, sometimes filled with gilded leather, and in each 
shelf was laid a napkin of creamy damask. The latest varia- 
tion in this picturesque piece of furniture was the buffet, which 
was a movable dresser. 

To-day the huge buffet of Renaissance times has given 
place to those exquisitely artistic and practical structures 
known as the modern sideboard, which in the case of the dis- 
play of Mr. S. P. Porter, take the form of reproductions of 
French, Colonial, English Colonial and Romanesque side- 
boards, whose forms have remained perfect for several genera- 
tions. A little gem of furniture is his Empire buffet, No. 529, 
made of mahogany. 

Mr. Porter is also exhibiting a large line of chamber 
suites, ladies' desks, chiffoniers, buffets, china closets and gen- 
eral cabinet ware, all of which illustrate the magnificent sim- 
plicity that now characterizes the furnishing of houses, as 
compared with the heavy sumptuousness that prevailed some 
years ago. There is a charming suggestiveness of Louis XV. 
style in many of the ladies desks, and others are in Colonial 
lines delicately decorated with hand carvings in low relief. 
Grace and likeness characterize the line of furnishings manu- 
factured by Mr. Porter, as well as solidity, soundness, sim- 
plicity. 

The New Athens Furniture Co. of Athens, Pa., aie exhibit- 
ing a magnificent line of oak chamber suites, which is in 
charge of Mr. S. P. Porter. 

THE AMERICAN ROCKER. 

THE French consider the American rocker as one of the 
wonders of the age, and certainly nothing more luxurious, 
dreamful, comfortable and economic in the form of a 
chair has ever been invented. Any one in possession of a 
Henry II. chair, an old Roman folding chair, a huge heavily 
carved Jacobean chair and a Flemish chair, say of the six- 
teenth century, could afford to trade the entire lot for an 
American upholstered rocker, and feel that they had got the 
best of the bargain. 

The fancy chairs and rockers finely decorated and in 
highly polished frames, or upholstered in plush, brocatelle, 
tapestry or corduroy, exhibited by the New Haven Chair Com- 
pany, are of such extraordinary beauty and admirable work- 
manship that even Michael Angelo himself never sat in any- 
thing more luxurious. All styles are exhibited from a chair for 
the plain citizen, to one that Solomon might choose as his 
throne par excellence. 



NEW DESIGNS IN AMERICAN FURNITURE. 




Elegant through service to Pittsfield and the Berkshire 
Hills via New York Central. 

Palaces on wheels are the new Wagner cars of the great 
through trains of the New York Central. 

No other line compares with the New York Central in its 
service to Detroit, Cleveland and Chicago. 



M. & H. SCHRENKEISEN. 

NE of the most important, attractive 
and well arranged displays of house- 
hold furnishings now on exhibition 
is in the warerooms of Messrs. M. & 
H. Schrenkeisen, Nos. 19 and 21 Eliz- 
abeth street, New York City. As is 
well known, this firm devote their 
attention exclusively to the manufac- 
ture of parlor and drawing-room ac- 
cessories, and to the manufacture of 
library and hall furnishings. 

The display is one that is thor- 
oughly representative of the present high level reached in 
American fine furniture, and at a glance impresses one as the 
production of educated thought in design, and skilled labor in 
production. Many of the three piece suites are in mahogany, 
decorated with marquetry in colored woods, brass, pearl and 
ivory. The extensive use of marquetry decoration is one of the 
prominent effects of the entire line of designs in furniture ; not 
only divans and chairs, but parlor cabinets and parlor drawing 
room tables are also enriched in this manner, the light mar- 
quetry being extremely decorative when carried out in dark 
mahogany or rosewood. 

There are shown over a hundred odd pieces of sumptuous 
furniture, including onyx top pedestals in burnished gold, 
bric-a-brac stands, piano stools, tray tables, etc. The modern 
house would be shorn of half its splendor if dispossessed of 
such dainty and fanciful creations as those enumerated. Many 
©f the tables have lines of marquetry, decorating both legs and 
leaf, and one table in particular, in prima vera, with brass and 
pearl inlay, is particularly fine. Many of the piano stools are 
exceedingly artistic and unique, some having carved frames en- 
tirely gilt, and others being in mahogany, with or without in- 
lay enrichments. 

In style, the pieces follow the suggestions of the eighteenth 
century French styles that are now so much in vogue. 

Their occasional tables, as a whole, are marvels of delicacy 
and beauty, and such a pronounced effort to contribute to the 
luxury of the modern drawing-room will certainly be appre- 
ciated by the trade at large and its customers. 

In juxtaposition to the display of gilt and inlaid furniture 
is their magnificent line of overstuffed goods, in which the firm 
have outdone all previous efforts in rich and elaborate up- 
holstery. The great array of rich and beautiful textile fabrics 
now at the disposal of the upholsterer has been made use of by 
the firm in the execution of many fresh and original ideas in 
color and texture treatment. The coloring of the work includes 
the most delicate shades imaginable, such as pale greens, dainty 
blues, copper reds and pale gold and tea rose fabrics, inter- 
mingled with sumptuoui tapestry work, which, taken in con- 
nection with the sumptuous lines of treatment employed, make 
such work the very ideal of luxurious furnishings. There are 
some loose cushioned suites, in which movable silk cushions are 
provided for. the seats, back and sides of the chairs. Some cor- 
ner divans are shown similarly treated, with large, loose cush- 
ions of silk filled with down, the corner above the divan being 
artistically draped with tapestry, suspended from a canopy of 
gilt carved wood. 

There is a center divan, constructed on simple and graceful 
lines, upholstered in tea rose damask. The top of the back is sur- 
mounted by a carved gold termina, for holding a vase of flowers. 
We must not overlook their dainty line of all gilt cabinets, 
the majority of which are fitted with plate glass mirrors, and 
many of their fancy inlaid bric-a-brac cabinets in mahogany 
are among the most beautiful conceptions of the kind that we 
have ever witnessed. 

In their department of library, hall and dining-room furni- 
ture many novelties are shown. There are several new club or 
library suites, luxuriously upholstered in leather and tapestry 
materials. 

THE KEW YORK CABINET COMPANY. 

THE New York Cabinet Co., whose exhibit is located in the 
warerooms of Messrs. M. & H. Schrenkeisen, are special- 
ists in occasional pieces of furniture, and their work is 
thoroughly unique and attractive. They exhibit some fine 
Louis XV. tables in gilt, with Mexican onyx tops and a Rococo 
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